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Nathan Simson was a prominent Jewish merchant in colonial New York during the 
first decades of the eighteenth century. Although little known today, his career 
exemplified how early American Jews played a vital role in the creation of an Atlantic 
economy. Simson was able to tie his diverse interests together by means of family and 
personal connections throughout the colonial world. Simson was also involved in 
several lawsuits that had long-term implications for American business practices. An 
examination of his papers reveals the complexity of his business interests and 
provides tantalizing details of early Jewish communal life. 
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Rabbi Solomon Goldman was active in the Zionist Organization of America (ZOA) 
during the critical period leading up to the creation of Israel in 1948. Goldman’s 
philosophy and policies placed him in opposition to Rabbi Abba Hillel Silver, and this 
conflict often led to bitter political fights. Goldman’s career and thought are 
significant in large part because he served as president of the ZOA in the period 
immediately before the outbreak of World War II, and his philosophy and attempted 
reforms had a long-term impact on ZOA politics. A study of his writings and 
interactions with other American Zionist leaders also provides an important 
perspective on the issues that both united and divided American Jewry. 
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Known for his innovative building designs, the architect Frank Lloyd Wright had a 
number of Jewish clients. Wright's designs, in particular his “Usonian” houses, 
appealed to some American Jews because they saw in them reflections of their own 
interests in the period immediately following World War Il, when American Jewry 
began moving to the suburbs. Goodwin's research demonstrates that a study of 
Wright's designs and of interactions with his Jewish clients opens a window onto 
American Jewry as it embarked on a process of“entering the mainstream” of American 
life. Wright’s homes can still be found in states such as Michigan, New Hampshire, 
and New York. 
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